ARK THE JEWS A NATION?

the Exile, the Jews in Palestine looked on the
High Priest us their chief ruler, even when the
foreign Power that ruled them appointed political
governors.

To the Jews generally the loss of their national
existence was not the cause of sorrow, they mourned
in their prayers the exile from their religious home*
The Jews who through the succeeding centuries com-
memorated with weeping every year the calamity of
A.D. 70 shed their tears not for national independence*
but for the Temple. The Ninth of A,b l is the anni-
versary not of the loss of the nation, but of the
destruction of the Temple- Palestine had for the Jews
a religious value, and the Exile was a burden because
it removed them from their religious home*

Three incidents which occurred in separated
times of crisis in Jewish history reveal with a
brilliant or lurid light, which crises often generate,
the predominance of the religious quality in Jewish
life. The first occurred when Jerusalem was besieged
by Nebuchadnezzar and Judaea was threatened with
conquest. Jeremiah the prophet counselled sub-
mission to Babylonia* By his contemporaries he
was denounced as a traitor- Nowadays his attitude

* The F#*t Day, observed by Orthodox Jews, to com*
tnemoratc the destruction of Jerusalem*